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  GHS Labeling and Global Products – The Struggle Is Real

Abstract
Current regulations based on GHS guidelines create challenges for global companies. Products that are sold in the global marketplace have unique 
difficulties in complying with this “Globally Harmonized System” that is not fully harmonized. This poster elaborates on the differences that create 
these challenges, shows some examples and offers potential solutions which should serve as discussion points and further exchange. 

Differences in EU and US labeling
Example consumer product – Precision Pen

Differences in EU and US labeling
Example industrial product

Differences in EU and US labeling
Example consumer product – Renew White

Combination of solutions 2-4 in place
Clear identification which region / country the label is intended for needed

Challenges
• Not easily identifiable which region/country is covered
• Confusing for customer if labeling is different
• Labeling at destination or origin? Bill of lading?
• Relabeling is not always possible (e.g. frozen products)
• Labeling requirement of font size and symbol size/languages 

challenging due to space limitations

Reasons for differences
• Countries were able to adapt the standard/ system within current 

regulatory framework
 - Different revisions of UN GHS adopted
 - Building block approach
 - Additional on top laws/regulations in different regions/countries 

(regulating above UN GHS requirements) 
• Classification of chemicals not harmonized 

 - Different prescribed classifications from different regulatory lists
 - Different application of GHS (see above) i.e. specific concentration 

limits
• Not all regions/countries have adopted GHS for consumer products
• Not all regions/countries mandate environmental labeling
• H/P Code requirement to put on the label
• Prescribed size for label, symbols and text
• Requirement to have different languages

Europe
SDS and Label/Blistercard: 
• Exclamation mark
• Warning
• H315, H319, H335, EUH202
• P261, P280, P305+P351+P338 

P337+P313, P501
• Contains: Ethyl-2-cyanoacrylate

Label/primary pack: 
• Contains: Ethyl-2-cyanoacrylate
• EUH202

US
SDS: 
• Exclamation mark
• Warning
• H227, H320, H335
• P210, P261, P264, P271, 

P280, P304+P340+P312, 
P305+P351+P338, P337+P313, 
P370+P378, P403+P233, 
P403+P235, P405, P501 

Label: 
• Consumer label (non-GHS) 

Europe
SDS and Label: 
• Exclamation mark
• Warning
• H319
• P280

US
SDS and Label: 
• Exclamation mark
• Warning
• H227, H315, H319, H336
• P210, P261, P264, P271, P280, 

P302+P352, P304+P340+P312, 
P305+P351+P338, P332+P313, 
P337+P313, P362, P370+P378, 
P403+P233, P403+P235, P405, 
P501

Europe
SDS and Label/Blistercard: 
• Exclamation mark
• Warning
• H319
• P102, P101, P280, 

P305+P351+P338

Additional for  
label/blistercard: 
• Contains preservative: 

Thiabendazole

Label/primary pack: 
• Contains preservative: 

Thiabendazole
• P102, P101

US
SDS: 
• Exclamation mark
• Warning
• H319
• P264, P280, 

P305+P351+P338, 
P337+P313

Label: 
• Consumer label  

(non-GHS)

POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS:
PRO CON

1 Vison: Truly Globally 
Harmonized System • Ensure safety and cost effectiveness • Global alignment not in sight

2 Dual labeling
• Removes the necessity of relabeling 

for separate region / country

• Can be problematic for small 
packages

• Can only be done if labeling doesn’t 
contradict

• Worst case label not well accepted by 
customers

3 Destination labeling
• Ensures correct GHS information in 

region / country

• Can’t be done for frozen products
• Re-labeling necessary (cost/time 

consuming)
• Drop shipment to customer not 

possible

4 Country of origin label / 
bill of lading solution • Can be done for frozen products

• Need to know which batches get 
shipped where (batch and stock 
management)
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Warning: Combustible liquid. Causes
skin irritation. Causes serious eye
irritation. May cause drowsiness or
dizziness.
Prevention: Keep away from heat, sparks, open flames, hot surfaces - no
smoking. Avoid breathing vapors, mist, or spray. Wash affected area thoroughly
after handling. Use only outdoors or in a well-ventilated area. Wear protective
gloves, eye protection, and face protection.
Response: IF ON SKIN: Wash with plenty of water. IF INHALED: Remove victim
to fresh air and keep at rest in a position comfortable for breathing. Call a
POISON CENTER or physician if you feel unwell. IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously
with water for several minutes. Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to do.
Continue rinsing. If skin irritation occurs: Get medical attention. If eye irritation
persists: Get medical attention. Take off contaminated clothing. In case of fire:
Use foam, dry chemical or carbon dioxide to extinguish.
Storage: Store in a well-ventilated place. Keep container tightly closed. Store in a
well-ventilated place. Keep cool. Store locked up.
Disposal: Dispose of contents and/or container according to Federal,
State/Provincial and local governmental regulations.

Attention: Liquide combustible. Provoque
une irritation cutanée. Provoque une sévère
irritation des yeux. Peut provoquer
somnolence ou vertiges.
Prévention: Tenir éloigné de la chaleur, des étincelles, des flammes vives, des surfaces
chaudes. Interdiction de fumer. Éviter de respirer les vapeurs ou le brouillard de pulvérisation.
Laver soigneusement la zone affectée après la manipulation. Utiliser seulement en plein air ou
dans un endroit bien ventilé. Porter des gants de protection/un équipement de protection des
yeux et du visage.
Intervention: EN CAS DE CONTACT AVEC LA PEAU: Laver abondamment à l’eau. EN CAS
D’INHALATION : Déplacer la victime à l’air frais et l’installer au repos dans une position
confortable pour la respiration. Si vous ressentez des malaises, communiquer avec un
CENTRE ANTIPOISONS ou un médecin. EN CAS DE CONTACT AVEC LES YEUX: Rincer
avec précaution à l'eau pendant plusieurs minutes. Enlever les lentilles de contact si la victime
en porte et si elles peuvent être facilement enlevées. Continuer à rincer. En cas d’irritation
cutanée : consulter un médecin. Si l’irritation oculaire persiste : consulter un médecin. Enlever
les vêtements contaminés. En cas d’incendie : pour éteindre, utiliser de la mousse, de la
poudre extinctrice ou du dioxyde de carbone.
Stockage: Stocker dans un endroit bien ventilé. Maintenir le récipient fermé de manière
étanche. Stocker dans un endroit bien ventilé. Tenir au frais. Garder sous clef.
Élimination: Mettre le contenu et/ou le récipient au rebut conformément aux règlements
fédéraux, nationaux, provinciaux et locaux.


